20                  ESSAYS ON FAITH

of the religious teaching which we inherit our con-
science is wakened, stimulated, corrected and guided
by the formulated spiritual experience of all those
whose lives have contributed to the shaping of our
creed. For in the art of holiness, as in other arts,
there are depraved and morbid tastes and subjective
errors, to be corrected by the sensus communis of pro-
ficients and experts ; and the eccentricity which results
from a failure to reach the normal and universal must
not be confounded with the originality which reaches
and improves upon it, and thus restores with usury
what it has received. So far, our creed comes to us
only with the same authority as any other inherited
knowledge ; we take it on testimony, provisionally; we
assume its truth for practical purposes, and even for
our mental processes and reasonings. And, as time
goes on, we find that it is verified here and falsified
there, and we consequently appropriate or reject it.
As long as it (or any part of it) is accepted merely on
testimony, and in no way verified or worked into the
body of our personal experiences and convictions, it
is so much pabulum or unassimilated material, lying
011 the surface of our mind. It is not properly
knowledge, but a substitute for knowledge during our
mental minority. And, again like food, it can become
an obstruction to growth and nutrition when it is
held to in such wise that, instead of a servant, it
becomes a tyrant; when, instead of waiting patiently
for verification, we falsify our reasoning and experience
into a forced agreement with external testimony, per-
suading ourselves that we know and see what we only
believe and hear. It is this sort of mental dishonesty
that brings " belief on testimony " into discredit; this